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Marina Nemat (Persian: 000 000000, Russian: Mapusa Hemat; born 22 April 1965) is the
author of two memoirs about her life growing up in Iran, serving time in Evin Prison for
speaking out against the Iranian government, escaping a death sentence and finally
fleeing Iran to go and live in Canada.
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The state of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran has been regarded as very poor.
The United Nations General Assembly and the Human Rights Commission have
condemned prior and ongoing abuses in Iran in published critiques and several
resolutions. The government is criticized both for restrictions and punishments that follow
the Islamic Republic's constitution and law, and for "extrajudicial" actions by state actors,
such as the torture, rape, and killing of political prisoners, and the beatings and killings of
dissidents and other civilians. Capital punishment in Iran remains a matter of international
concern.

Restrictions and punishments in the Islamic Republic of Iran which violate international
human rights norms include harsh penalties for crimes, punishment of victimless crimes...
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From the Imperial Pahlavi dynasty (1925 to 1979), through the Islamic Revolution (1979),
to the era of the Islamic Republic of Iran (1979 to current), government treatment of
Iranian citizens' rights has been criticized by Iranians, international human rights
activists, writers, and NGOs. While the monarchy under the rule of the shahs was widely
attacked by most Western watchdog organizations for having an abysmal human rights
record, the government of the Islamic Republic which succeeded it is considered still
worse by many. Over the decades, various groups, including political dissidents, religious
minorities, and ethnic communities have faced systematic repression, with state policies
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often targeting not only political opposition but also cultural and linguistic identity.
The Pahlavi dynasty...
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Michelle Shephard (born 1972) is an independent investigative reporter (previously with
the Toronto Star newspaper), author and filmmaker. She has been awarded the Michener
Award for public service journalism and won Canada's top newspaper prize, the National
Newspaper Award, three times. In 2011, she was an associate producer on a documentary
called Under Fire: Journalists in Combat. She produced the National Film Board
documentary, Prisoners of the Absurd, which premiered at Amsterdam's film festival in
2014. Shephard also co-directed a film based on her book about Omar Khadr,
Guantanamo's Child, which premiered at the Toronto International Film Festival in
September 2015.

Shephard was the 2015 recipient of the Atkinson Fellowship in Public Policy.
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The People's Mojahedin Organization of Iran (PMOI), also known as Mojahedin-e-Khalg
(MEK) or Mojahedin-e-Khalg Organization (MKO) (Persian: (0000 000 O0O0OCO 0oOoOG,
romanized: Sdzman-e Mojahedin-e Khalgh-e Iran), is an Iranian dissident organization. It
was an armed group until 2003, afterwards transitioning into a political group. Its
headquarters is currently in Albania. The group's ideology was influenced by Islam and
revolutionary Marxism; and while it denied Marxist influences, its revolutionary
reinterpretation of Shia Islam was shaped by the writings of Ali Shariati. After the Iranian
Revolution, the MEK opposed the new theocratic Government of the Islamic Republic of
Iran, seeking to replace it with its own government. At one point the MEK was Iran's
"largest and most active armed...

Mahsa Amini protests
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Civil unrest and protests against the government of the Islamic Republic of Iran associated
with the death in police custody of Mahsa Amini (Persian: 000 0000) began on 16
September 2022 and carried on into 2023, but

by spring 2023, the protests had largely subsided, ultimately leaving the political
leadership unchanged and firmly entrenched in power. The protests were described as
"unlike any the country had seen before", the "biggest challenge" to the government, and
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"most widespread revolt", since the Islamic Revolution in 1979.

Mahsa Amini was arrested by the Guidance Patrol on 13 September 2022 for allegedly
violating Iran's mandatory hijab law by wearing her hijab "improperly" while visiting
Tehran from Saqqgez. According to eyewitnesses, she was severely beaten by Guidance
Patrol...
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The Iran-Israel proxy war, also known as the Iran-Israel Cold War, is an ongoing proxy
war between Iran and Israel. In the Israeli-Lebanese conflict, Iran has supported
Lebanese Shia militias, most notably Hezbollah. In the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, Iran has
backed Palestinian groups such as Hamas. Israel has supported Iranian rebels, conducted
airstrikes against Iranian allies in Syria, assassinated Iranian nuclear scientists, and
directly attacked Iranian forces in Syria. In 2024 the proxy war escalated to a series of
direct confrontations between the two countries, and in June 2025, the Iran-Israel war
began, involving the United States.

Motivated by the periphery doctrine, Imperial Iran and Israel had close relations, seeing
Arab powers as a common threat. After the 1979 Islamic revolution...
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The Iran-Iraq War was an armed conflict between Iran and Iraq that lasted from
September 1980 to August 1988. Active hostilities began with the Iraqi invasion of Iran
and lasted for nearly eight years, until the acceptance of United Nations Security Council
Resolution 598 by both sides. Iraq's primary rationale for the attack against Iran cited the
need to prevent Ruhollah Khomeini—who had spearheaded the Iranian revolution in
1979—from exporting the new Iranian ideology to Iraq. There were also fears among the
Iraqgi leadership of Saddam Hussein that Iran, a theocratic state with a population
predominantly composed of Shia Muslims, would exploit sectarian tensions in Iraq by
rallying Iraq's Shia majority against the Ba'athist government, which was officially secular
but dominated by Sunni Muslims...
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Akbar Hashemi Bahramani Rafsanjani (Persian: 25) (Q0000000 DOOO0O0O COOOO OO0 August
1934 - 8 January 2017) was an Iranian Shia cleric and politician who was the fourth
president of Iran from 1989 to 1997. One of the founding fathers of the Islamic Republic of
Iran, Rafsanjani was the head of the Assembly of Experts from 2007 until 2011 when he
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decided not to nominate himself for the post. He was also the chairman of the Expediency
Discernment Council.

During his 40-year tenure, Rafsanjani amassed a large amount of power serving as the
speaker of parliament, Commander-in-Chief during the Iran-Iraq War, president, and
chose Ali Khamenei as the supreme leader of iran.

Rafsanjani became President of Iran after winning the 1989 election. He served another
term by winning the election in 1993. In...
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The 1981 Irish hunger strike was the culmination of a five-year protest during the
Troubles by Irish republican prisoners in Northern Ireland. The protest began as the
blanket protest in 1976 when the British government withdrew Special Category Status
(prisoner of war rather than criminal status) for convicted paramilitary prisoners.

In 1978, the dispute escalated into the dirty protest, where prisoners refused to leave their
cells to wash and covered the walls of their cells with excrement. In 1980, seven prisoners
participated in the first hunger strike, which ended after 53 days.

The second hunger strike took place in 1981 and was a showdown between the prisoners
and the prime minister, Margaret Thatcher. One of the hunger strikers, Bobby Sands, was
elected as a member of the British parliament...
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