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Psychology is the scientific study of mind and behavior. Its subject matter
includes the behavior of humans and nonhumans, both conscious and
unconscious phenomena, and mental processes such as thoughts,
feelings, and motives. Psychology is an academic discipline of immense
scope, crossing the boundaries between the natural and social sciences.
Biological psychologists seek an understanding of the emergent
properties of brains, linking the discipline to neuroscience. As social
scientists, psychologists aim to understand the behavior of individuals
and groups.

A professional practitioner or researcher involved in the discipline is
called a psychologist. Some psychologists can also be classified as
behavioral or cognitive scientists. Some psychologists attempt to
understand the role of mental...

Mathematical psychology
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Mathematical psychology is an approach to psychological research that is
based on mathematical modeling of perceptual, thought, cognitive and
motor processes, and on the establishment of law-like rules that relate
quantifiable stimulus characteristics with quantifiable behavior (in
practice often constituted by task performance). The mathematical
approach is used with the goal of deriving hypotheses that are more
exact and thus yield stricter empirical validations. There are five major
research areas in mathematical psychology: learning and memory,
perception and psychophysics, choice and decision-making, language and
thinking, and measurement and scaling.

Although psychology, as an independent subject of science, is a more
recent discipline than physics, the application of mathematics to
psychology...

Industrial and organizational psychology
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Industrial and organizational psychology (I-O psychology) "focuses the
lens of psychological science on a key aspect of human life, namely, their
work lives. In general, the goals of I-O psychology are to better
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understand and optimize the effectiveness, health, and well-being of both
individuals and organizations." It is an applied discipline within
psychology and is an international profession. I-O psychology is also
known as occupational psychology in the United Kingdom, organisational
psychology in Australia, South Africa and New Zealand, and work and
organizational (WO) psychology throughout Europe and Brazil. Industrial,
work, and organizational (IWO) psychology is the broader, more global
term for the science and profession.

I-O psychologists are trained in the scientist–practitioner...

Community psychology
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Community psychology is concerned with the community as the unit of
study. This contrasts with most psychology, which focuses on the
individual. Community psychology also studies the community as a
context for the individuals within it, and the relationships of the individual
to communities and society.

Community psychologists seek to understand the functioning of the
community, including the quality of life of persons within groups,
organizations and institutions, communities, and society. They aim to
enhance the quality of life through collaborative research and action.

Community psychology employs various perspectives within and outside
psychology to address issues of communities, the relationships within
them, and related people's attitudes and behaviour.

Julian Rappaport discusses the...

Positive psychology

Positive psychology is the scientific study of conditions and processes
that contribute to positive psychological states (e.g., contentment, joy),
well-being

Positive psychology is the scientific study of conditions and processes
that contribute to positive psychological states (e.g., contentment, joy),
well-being, positive relationships, and positive institutions.

Positive psychology began as a new domain of psychology in 1998 when
Martin Seligman chose it as the theme for his term as president of the
American Psychological Association. It is a reaction against past practices
that tended to focus on mental illness and emphasized maladaptive
behavior and negative thinking. It builds on the humanistic movement of
Abraham Maslow and Carl Rogers, which encourages an emphasis on
happiness, well-being, and purpose.

Positive psychology largely relies on concepts from the Western
philosophical tradition, such as the Aristotelian concept of eudaimonia...

Cross-cultural psychology

autonomy; Moreover, the Handbook of Cross-Cultural Psychology Volume
2 contains an extensive chapter (The Cultural Structuring of Child
Development by Charles
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Cross-cultural psychology is the scientific study of human behavior and
mental processes, including both their variability and invariance, under
diverse cultural conditions. Through expanding research methodologies
to recognize cultural variance in behavior, language, and meaning it
seeks to extend and develop psychology. Since psychology as an
academic discipline was developed largely in North America and Europe,
some psychologists became concerned that constructs and phenomena
accepted as universal were not as invariant as previously assumed,
especially since many attempts to replicate notable experiments in other
cultures had varying success. Since there are questions as to whether
theories dealing with central themes, such as affect, cognition,
conceptions of the self, and issues such as...

Cultural psychology

Cultural psychology is the study of how cultures reflect and shape their
members&#039; psychological processes. It is based on the premise that
the mind and

Cultural psychology is the study of how cultures reflect and shape their
members' psychological processes.

It is based on the premise that the mind and culture are inseparable and
mutually constitutive. The concept involves two propositions: firstly, that
people are shaped by their culture, and secondly, that culture is shaped
by its people.

Cultural psychology aims to define culture, its nature, and its function
concerning psychological phenomena. Gerd Baumann argues: "Culture is
not a real thing, but an abstract analytical notion. In itself, it does not
cause behavior but abstracts from it. It is thus neither normative nor
predictive but a heuristic means towards explaining how people
understand and act upon the world."

As Richard Shweder, one of the major proponents of the field, writes...

History of psychology

Dewey&#039;s educational theory of the 1890s was another example.
Also in the 1890s, Hugo Münsterberg began writing about the application
of psychology to industry

Psychology is defined as "the scientific study of behavior and mental
processes". Philosophical interest in the human mind and behavior dates
back to the ancient civilizations of Egypt, Persia, Greece, China, and
India.

Psychology as a field of experimental study began in 1854 in Leipzig,
Germany, when Gustav Fechner created the first theory of how
judgments about sensory experiences are made and how to experiment
on them. Fechner's theory, recognized today as Signal Detection Theory,
foreshadowed the development of statistical theories of comparative
judgment and thousands of experiments based on his ideas (Link, S. W.
Psychological Science, 1995). In 1879, Wilhelm Wundt founded the first
psychological laboratory dedicated exclusively to psychological research
in Leipzig, Germany. Wundt was...

Environmental psychology

Environmental psychology is a branch of psychology that explores the
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relationship between humans and the external world. It examines the
way in which the

Environmental psychology is a branch of psychology that explores the
relationship between humans and the external world. It examines the
way in which the natural environment and our built environments shape
us as individuals. Environmental psychology investigates how humans
change the environment and how the environment influences humans'
experiences and behaviors. The field defines the term environment
broadly, encompassing natural environments, social settings, built
environments, learning environments, and informational environments.
According to an article on APA Psychnet, environmental psychology is
when a person thinks to a plan, travels to a certain place, and follows
through with the plan throughout their behavior.

Environmental psychology was not fully recognized as its own field until...

Timeline of psychology

published the first volume of his Handbook of Psychology, titled
&quot;Sense and Intellect&quot;. 1889 – Edmund Sanford, a former
student of G. Stanley Hall founded

This article is a general timeline of psychology.
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