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towns, Company Courts staffed by EIC officials judged both criminal and civil cases without the use of a jury. In 1860, after the British Crown
assumed control

A jury trial, or trial by jury, is a legal proceeding in which a jury makes a decision or findings of fact. It is distinguished from a bench trial, in which a
judge or panel of judges makes all decisions.

Jury trials are increasingly used in a significant share of serious criminal cases in many common law judicial systems, but not all. Juries or lay
judges have also been incorporated into the legal systems of many civil law countries for criminal cases.

The use of jury trials, which evolved within common law systems rather than civil law systems, has had a profound impact on the nature of
American civil procedure and criminal procedure rules, even if a bench trial is actually contemplated in a particular case. In general, the availability
of a jury trial if properly demanded has given rise...

Jury

Judge, sitting in the Court of Appeal, made English legal history by ruling that a criminal trial in the Crown Court could take place without a jury,

A jury is a sworn body of people (jurors) convened to hear evidence, make findings of fact, and render an impartial verdict officially submitted to
them by a court, or to set a penalty or judgment. Most trial juries are "petit juries", and consist of up to 15 people. A larger jury known as a grand
jury has been used to investigate potential crimes and render indictments against suspects, and consists of between 16 and 23 jurors.

The jury system developed in England during the Middle Ages and is a hallmark of the English common law system. Juries are commonly used in
countries whose legal systems derive from the British Empire, such as the United Kingdom, the United States, Canada, Australia, and Ireland. They
are not used in most other countries, whose legal systems are based upon European...

Jury nullification

impeach Supreme Court Justice Samuel Chase for instructing a jury against nullification, view a jury as a body charged with judging both law and
fact. Some

Jury nullification, also known as jury equity or as a perverse verdict, is a decision by the jury in a criminal trial resulting in a verdict of not guilty
even though they think a defendant has broken the law. The jury's reasons may include the belief that the law itself is unjust, that the prosecutor
has misapplied the law in the defendant's case, that the punishment for breaking the law is too harsh, or general frustrations with the criminal
justice system. It has been commonly used to oppose what jurors perceive as unjust laws, such as those that once penalized runaway slaves under
the Fugitive Slave Act, prohibited alcohol during Prohibition, or criminalized draft evasion during the Vietnam War. Some juries have also refused to
convict due to their own prejudices in favor of the defendant...

Juries in the United States

governing jury selection and conviction/acquittal requirements vary from state to state (and are not available in courts of American Samoa), but
the fundamental

A citizen's right to a trial by jury is a central feature of the United States Constitution. It is considered a fundamental principle of the American legal
system.

Laws and regulations governing jury selection and conviction/acquittal requirements vary from state to state (and are not available in courts of
American Samoa), but the fundamental right itself is mentioned five times in the Constitution: Once in the original text (Article III, Section 2) and
four times in the Bill of Rights (in the Fifth, the Sixth, and the Seventh Amendments).

The American system utilizes three types of juries: Investigative grand juries, charged with determining whether enough evidence exists to
warrant a criminal indictment; petit juries (also known as a trial jury), which listen to the evidence presented during...

Juries in England and Wales

centuries. Under present-day practice, juries are generally summoned for criminal trials in the Crown Court where the offence is an indictable
offence or

In the legal jurisdiction of England and Wales, there is a long tradition of jury trial that has evolved over centuries. Under present-day practice,
juries are generally summoned for criminal trials in the Crown Court where the offence is an indictable offence or an offence triable either way. All
common law civil cases were tried by jury until the introduction of juryless trials in the new county courts in 1846, and thereafter the use of juries
in civil cases steadily declined. Liability to be called upon for jury service is covered by the Juries Act 1974.

Courts of England and Wales

and, with the exception of low-value criminal damage, maybe tried either summarily (by magistrates) or by judge and jury in the Crown Court. If
the magistrates
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The Courts of England and Wales, supported administratively by His Majesty's Courts and Tribunals Service, are the civil and criminal courts
responsible for the administration of justice in England and Wales.

Except in constitutional matters, committed to the Supreme Court of the United Kingdom, the United Kingdom does not generally have a single
unified legal system—England and Wales have one system, Scotland another, and Northern Ireland a third. There are additional exceptions to this
rule; for example, in immigration law, the Asylum and Immigration Tribunal's jurisdiction covers the whole of the United Kingdom, while in
employment law, there is a single system of employment tribunals for England, Wales, and Scotland but not Northern Ireland. Additionally, the
Military Court Service has...

Magistrates' court (England and Wales)

the grand jury&#039;s functions of indicting those accused of offences which need to be tried by a jury and sending them to the Crown Court for
trial. In the

In England and Wales, a magistrates' court is a lower court which hears matters relating to summary offences and some triable either-way
matters. Some civil law issues are also decided here; whilst notably family proceedings used to be dealt with in Magistrates' Courts, they are now
dealt with in the Family Court (where Magistrates still sit). In 2010, there were 320 magistrates' courts in England and Wales; by 2020, a decade
later, 164 of those had closed. The jurisdiction of magistrates' courts and rules governing them are set out in the Magistrates' Courts Act 1980.

All criminal proceedings start at a magistrates' court. Summary offences are lesser crimes (for example, public order offences and most driving
matters) that can be punished under the magistrates' courts maximum sentencing powers...

Courts of Northern Ireland

Carroll&quot;. ITV News. 30 March 2012. They were tried in a &#039;diplock court&#039; by a judge with no jury; common in Northern Ireland for
crimes connected to terrorism

The courts of Northern Ireland are the civil and criminal courts responsible for the administration of justice in Northern Ireland: they are constituted
and governed by the law of Northern Ireland.

Prior to the partition of Ireland, Northern Ireland was part of the courts system of Ireland. After partition, Northern Ireland's courts became
separate from the court system of the Republic of Ireland. Northern Ireland continues to have a separate legal system to the rest of the United
Kingdom. There are exceptions to that rule, such as in immigration and military law, for which there is a unified judicial system for the whole
United Kingdom.

To overcome problems resulting from the intimidation of jurors and witnesses, the right to a jury trial in Northern Ireland was suspended for certain
terrorist...

Crown Court (TV series)

other legal dramas, the cases in Crown Court were presented from a relatively neutral point of view and the action was confined to the courtroom
itself,

Crown Court is a British television courtroom drama series produced by Granada Television for the ITV network. It ran from 1972, when the Crown
Court system replaced Assize courts and Quarter sessions in the legal system of England and Wales, to 1984. It was transmitted in the early
afternoon.

Court

criminal, and administrative matters in accordance with the rule of law. Courts generally consist of judges or other judicial officers, and are usually

A court is an institution, often a government entity, with the authority to adjudicate legal disputes between parties and administer justice in civil,
criminal, and administrative matters in accordance with the rule of law.

Courts generally consist of judges or other judicial officers, and are usually established and dissolved through legislation enacted by a legislature.
Courts may also be established by constitution or an equivalent constituting instrument.

The practical authority given to the court is known as its jurisdiction, which describes the court's power to decide certain kinds of questions, or
petitions put to it. There are various kinds of courts, including trial courts, appellate courts, administrative courts, international courts, and
tribunals.
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